Washington County Fair
Youth Talent Contest
Contest Information, Rules, & Regulations
Washington County Fair Youth Talent Show will follow the Arkansas State Fair Talent Show rules.       http://www.arkansasstatefair.com/events/competitive-events
Contest will be held Saturday, August 10, at 2:00 p.m. at Prairie Grove High School.  

Qualifications and Rules

1. 1st place winners in Junior and Senior division are expected to represent Washington County Fair at the State Fair Talent Contest.  Winner should notify Talent Contest Director if they are unable to compete at the state fair. 
2. Participants may not be engaged in the entertainment business, nor may they be paid instructors of the arts.

3. Age Divisions are as follows:  13 & under, 14-17 (Junior), and 13-23 (Senior).  Only Junior and Senior division winners will advance to the state fair.   
NOTE – This is an open contest at the State Fair for kids ages 4-12. The purpose of the Arkansas State Fair Kids Talent Contest is to discover, develop, and encourage talent in the young people of Arkansas If you have any questions about this contest, please contact Deb Crow at 501-372-8341 or deb@asfg.net or  http://www.arkansasstatefair.com/events/2018/kids-talent-contest-

Entry Deadline for State Fair Kids Talent Contest can be found on the Arkansas State Fair website.  This contest is open to ALL Arkansas residents. 
4. Contestants must be single and never married.

5. Contestant must have resided in Washington County for six months immediately preceding the contest OR must be a full-time student who has attended school in Washington County for one full semester immediately preceding the contest.

6. Contestants may compete in two categories. County categories and their descriptions are determined by the Arkansas State Fair Youth Talent Contest rules. A group is defined by State Fair as two or more.  
7. All acts must be performed on the elevated stage. Contestants will perform on the elevated stage unless special accommodations deem otherwise.

8. Musical accompaniment for any act must be taped. Any act, which includes self accompaniment, will be considered a multiple-talent act and must be entered in the Variety category. Vocal with music must have little or no vocal on recorded music.
9. Talent presentations must not exceed three (3) minutes, nor may any act exceed a one-minute limit in setting up equipment, props, etc. All acts will be timed for both set-up and performance. Those who exceed the time allowed will have 10 points deducted. (At the state level of competition you will be disqualified if you exceed the time allowed.)
Registration

Contestants must register using the official contest entry form. Deadline for submission is listed on the official entry form.  Entry forms should be submitted to the Washington County Extension Office (2536 North McConnell Avenue, Fayetteville, Arkansas 72704). 
The contest is limited to the first twenty-five entries received. All contestants submitting applications will be notified as to whether they are included in the first twenty-five.

Contest will be held Saturday, August 10, beginning at 2:00 p.m. at Prairie Grove High School.  The talent contest will held in conjunction with the county fair pageant and will follow the format of the state fair competitions. 

Contestants should arrive 30 minutes prior to the start time to turn in music and conduct sound check if needed. 
Costumes/dress must be appropriate for the act. Any participant whose costume is not in good taste will not be allowed to perform. This decision will be made by the Talent Show Superintendent and/or judges. Their decision will be final.

Contestants are encouraged to arrive in costume, but limited dressing room facilities are available.

Talent Winners may be asked to perform during the county fair.  
Instruments and Musical Accompaniment

Adequate plug-ins for electrical instruments are available. Sound equipment including a CD player and microphones will be provided, and their use is required. Contestants must furnish their own CD. Any act whose CD has more than the music needed for that act’s performance will be automatically disqualified.

· It is recommended that you bring a second CD in case of an emergency.

· All CD’s should be clearly marked with the contestant’s name and music title.

· A keyboard will be available, but contestants are encouraged to bring their own.

Awards

The top three acts OVERALL will be presented cash awards of $100 for first place, $75 for second place, and $50 for third place.

Sanctioning to State Contest

The top-scoring act in each of the six categories will be certified for participation in the Regional Competition at the Arkansas State Fair Youth Talent Contest during the Arkansas State Fair in Little Rock. Regional winners advance to State Fair Finals.  Additional information can be found on the state fair’s website.  Contestants bear all expenses for their participation in both the regional semi-finals and state finals. They will be provided a copy of the rules and requirements for the state contest, and are responsible for following them.  Participants at the county level will be notified immediately should there be any updates or changes to the state rules.

Categories: There are six categories in the Youth Talent Contest. Competing acts must qualify by the following category descriptions:

Vocal Solo shall consist only of a vocal performance by one vocalist. No other talent will be allowed to be performed in conjunction with the vocal solo. Music used for accompaniment will be allowed to have limited vocal background. Judges should hear the Contestant clearly over any vocal. Judges may disqualify any act that they determine does not meet the guidelines.
Vocal Group shall consist of two or more vocalists. No other talent will be allowed to be performed. Music used for accompaniment will be allowed to have limited vocal background. . Judges should hear the Contestant clearly over any vocal. Judges may disqualify any act that they determine does not meet the guidelines
Instrumental Solo shall consist of an instrumental performance without vocal utterance by one performer. Music accompaniment may be used.

Dance Solo shall consist of one dancer. No other talent will be allowed to be displayed in conjunction with the dance performance. All types of dancing will be judged in this category – tap, jazz, ballet, folk, ethnic, fad. Gymnastics, tumbling, acrobatics, or any other forms of gymnastics, are not included in this category 

Dance Group shall consist of two or more dancers. No other talent will be allowed to be displayed in conjunction with the dance performance. The same types of dancing as listed under Dance Solo are allowed. No form of gymnastics is included in this category.

Variety shall consist of a performance of one or more persons.  This category is also intended to provide a proper showcase for those acts in which multiple talents are displayed. Any act that fits the description of any of the other categories will not be allowed to compete in this category.

The following acts qualify for this category: 

· Song and dance

· Vocal and live instrumental

· Live instrumental group (no vocal)

· Lip sync

· Pantomimes

· Impersonations

· Skits

· Juggling

· Ventriloquism

· Magic

· Other talent not applicable to any of the other categories

No act may include drum sets or more than two electric instruments and one amplifier. This category does NOT include bands. No form of gymnastics is included in this category. No baton acts are included in this category

NOTE: Instrumental Group (two or more contestants playing musical instruments without vocal utterance) was eliminated as a separate category in the 1998 state rules. Any act that would have qualified as Instrumental Group must be entered in Variety.
For additional information, or if you have questions, please call Jana Gardner 479-966-7027
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